
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Sec. 2101. Transmission Permitting. This section amends section 216 of the Federal Power Act 
(FPA) (16 U.S.C. 824p). 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Sec. 2102. Reconductoring and Other Activities in Existing Rights-of-Way. This section adds 
a new 

 
 

 
 
Sec. 2103. Transmission Planning. This section amends Part II of the FPA. 
This section adds a new section 225, Planning for Transmission Facilities that Enhance Grid 
Reliability, Affordability, and Resilience. 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Sec. 2104. Improvements Relating to Local Transmission Planning and Development. This 
section adds 

 
 
FERC must 

 
 
Sec. 2105. Prohibition of Right of First Refusal. This section adds a new FPA section 227. 
Notwithstanding any FERC rule or order in effect at enactment, a Federal right of first refusal

 
 
Sec. 2106. Consolidated Planning Process. 

 
 
Sec. 2107. Ratepayer Protection. This section 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
Sec. 2108. Dispatchable Energy Systems Market Access. 

 

 
 
Sec. 2109. Advanced Transmission Technologies.

 
 
Sec. 2110. Expediting Generator Interconnection Queues. 

 
 
Sec. 2111. Grid Data Access

 
 
Sec. 2112. Power Marketing Administrations. This section adds a new FPA section 

 
 
Sec. 2113. FERC Fee Assessments. This section adds a new FPA section 318. At least every 
five years, FERC must review whether its fees and charges are sufficient to handle its workload 
expediently. It must report the results to the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee, 
the House Energy and Commerce Committee, and the Senate and House Appropriations 
Committees. 



 
 

 
Sec. 2114. Collection of Data on Computational Load Entities. This section directs the EIA 
Administrator to revise Form 861 to include load from data center entities  
 
Sec. 2115. Conforming Amendments; Savings Provision

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

Subsection (a) amends the amends the Mining Law of 1872 by adding a new subsection (c) to 
section 2337 of the Revised Statutes. The new subsection authorizes mining claim holders to 
establish mill sites on federal land, whether the land is known to contain minerals or not, for 
waste rock or tailings disposal or other operations reasonably incidental to mineral development 
or production. This subsection authorizes a mining claim holder to claim as many mill sites as 
are reasonably necessary for its operations and limits the size of each mill site to no more than 5 
acres. The subsection allows the holder or operator of a mining claim to locate a mill site on that 
mining claim. It states that a mill site does not convey mineral rights to the claimant and that 
claiming a mill site does not affect the validity of an associated mining claim. The subsection 
states that the new mill sites are not eligible for patenting and that the new subsection does not 
affect existing rights or other laws.  
 
Subsection (b) establishes a claim maintenance fee for additional mill sites of $400 per site to be 
paid by holders of mill sites, except the holders of each mill site located under subsection (c) of 
section 2337 of the Revised Statutes (30 U.S.C. 42), to the Secretary of the Interior on or before 
September 1 of each year.  
 
Subsection (c) amends the Mineral Leasing Act for Acquired Lands by adding hardrock minerals 

 
minerals found in sedimentary or other rocks, base metals, precious metals, industrial minerals, 
and precious and semi-precious gemstones. The definition would exclude deposits of coal, oil, 
oil shale, gas, sodium, potassium, sulfur, or mineral materials subject to disposition under the 
Materials Act of 1947. 
 
Subsection (d) 

collected from leases of hardrock minerals under the Mineral Leasing Act for Acquired Lands 
shall be deposited into the Abandoned Hardrock Mine Fund. These funds will be made available 
without further appropriation to carry out the Abandoned Hardrock Mine Reclamation program 
established by section 40704 of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act.  
 
Subsection (e) makes conforming amendments to other statutes. 

 
 

 
Sec. 2221. Geothermal Observation Test Projects.  

 
Subsection (a) 
in section 111 of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4336e) and defines 

to as the use of geothermal activities on land that the Secretary concerned has leased under this 
Act. Land leased for observation test projects is subject to the National Environmental Policy 
Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and restrictions with respect to certain uses of the land. 

 
 



 
 

Subsection (b) requires the Secretary concerned to develop a categorical exclusion for 
observation test projects under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 
et seq.)  

 
Subsection (c) establishes that casual use geothermal energy activities are non-major Federal 
actions not subject to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.). 
 
Sec. 2222. Geothermal Royalties. 

 
Subsection (a) amends section 2 of the Geothermal Steam Act of 1970 (30 U.S.C. 1001) to 

into electricity.  
 
Subsection (b) amends section 5 (a)(1) of the Geothermal Steam Act of 1970 (30 U.S.C. 
1004(a)(1)) to require royalties for a 10-year period after a geothermal facility is in service.  
 
Sec. 2223. Geothermal Leasing Reform.  

 
Subsection (a) amends section 4(b) of the Geothermal Steam Act of 1970 (30 U.S.C. 1003(b) to 
require the Secretary of the Interior to hold competitive leases sales for geothermal drilling 
projects every year and conduct replacement sales as applicable.  

 
Subsection (b) amends Section 4 of the Geothermal Steam Act of 1970 (30 U.S.C. 1003) to 
provide for deadlines for consideration of geothermal drilling projects. 
 
Sec. 2224. Geothermal Ombudsman and Permitting Task Force.  

 
Subsection (a) 
process for geothermal drilling project.  

 
Subsection (b) requires the Secretary of the Interior to appoint a Geothermal Ombudsman to act 
as a liaison between States and the Federal government for the purposes of permitting 
geothermal drilling projects.  

 
Subsection (c) 

-Bureau activities within 
the Department of the Interior and that pertain to permitting geothermal drilling projects.  

 
Subsection (d) requires the Geothermal Ombudsman to submit an annual report to Congress of 

 
 
Sec. 2225. No Federal Permit Required for Geothermal Activities on Certain Land.  

 
Subsection (a) removes the requirement for a geothermal drilling operator conducting activities 
on a non-Federal surface estate to seek a federal drilling permit, subject to conditions, from the 
Secretary of the Interior.  



 
 

 
Subsection (b) requires operators acting under State-permitted drilling projects to provide notice 
to the Secretary of the Interior if a project impacts oil and gas owned by the Federal Government. 

 
Subsection (c) states that subsection (a) shall not apply to Indian Land. 

 
Subsection (d) establishes that nothing in the section shall affect royalties due to the United 
States or onsite reviews and inspections conducted by the Secretary of the Interior.  
 
Section 2226. Effect on Pending Civil Action on Processing Applications Relating to 
Geothermal Leasing. Clause (i) 
project leases. The clause requires the Secretary of the Interior to approve and issue or deny in 60 
days applications not subject to certain pending civil actions after the Secretary of the Interior 
has completed requirements under applicable Federal laws and regulations, including the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), the Endangered Species 
Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), and division A of subtitle III of title 54, United States 
Code. Clause (i) states that nothing described in the clause shall affect the authority of a Federal 
court to vacate or provide injunctive relief for geothermal projects.   
 
Sec. 2227. Cost Recovery from Geothermal Leasing, Permitting, and Inspections.  

 
Subsection (a) amends section 6 of the Geothermal Steam Act of 1970 (30 U.S.C. 1005) to 
require geothermal lease applicants to reimburse the United States for costs incurred for 
application processing and inspection and monitoring. The Secretary of the Interior may adjust 
the reimbursement amounts subject to conditions and shall use reimbursement for discretionary 
offsetting collections and geothermal processing applications.  

 
Subsection (b) requires the Secretary of the Interior, in consultation with geothermal industry 
stakeholders, to provide a report to Congress that includes recommendations for the geothermal 
program in the Bureau of Land Management.  

 
Sec. 2228. Publication of Gold Book for Geothermal Operations on Federal Land.  

 
Subsection (a) requires the Secretary of the Interior to add best practices for geothermal leasing 
and permitting to the fourth edition of the so-
development.  

 
Subsection (b) requires the Secretary of the Interior to publish an updated Gold Book and 
rename it.  

 
Subsection (c) requires the Secretary of the Interior to consult with relevant Federal agencies and 
outside stakeholders to develop the updated Gold Book.  

 
Subsection (d) requires the Secretary of the Interior to update the Gold Book at least every 5 
years.  

 



 
 

Subsection (e) states that each succeeding Gold Book shall include procedures for best practices 
for the geothermal supply chain. 
   
Sec. 2229. NEPA Review. This section amends the Energy Policy Act of 2005 by changing 
categorical exclusions for activities that have a small footprint or that occur in previously 
disturbed or studied areas by classifying them as non-major federal actions under NEPA. This 
section also extends this streamlining authority to geothermal energy. 

 
 

 
Sec. 2231. Identifying and Removing Market Barriers to Hydropower. This provision would 
direct the Commission to conduct a study describing market barriers to the development and 
proper compensation of different types of hydropower technologies, and making 
recommendations to reduce any such barriers, within 270 days after enactment.  
 

 
 

 
 
Sec. 2232. Certain Conditions on Issuance of Licenses. This provision would limit mandatory 
conditions imposed by land management agencies on hydropower licenses to only those 
reasonably related to the effects of the project. 
 
Sec. 2233. Hydropower Maintenance and Temporary Adjustments. This provision would no 
longer require approval from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) for any 
alterations or additions or temporary variances to the project operations that were necessitated by 
circumstances beyond the reasonable control of the licensee such as extreme weather, natural 
disasters, equipment failures, or other unforeseen circumstances. This provision would also no 
longer requires approval from FERC routine maintenance, repairs, or replacements to any 
portion of a hydropower project.  
 
This provision would require FERC to issue a notice of proposed rulemaking proposing a 



 
 

issuance of the NPRM, FERC must issue a final rule after notice and comment establishing 
standards for determining these terms. No aspect of this provision will affect the authorities that 
FERC maintains as the enforcer of all safety protocols and considerations.   
 
Sec. 2234. Micro Hydrokinetic Energy Projects. This provision would establish a new, 
expedited 20-year licensing process for small-scale hydrokinetic projects of not more than 5 MW 
with a mandate for FERC to streamline permitting and minimize environmental review delays. 
This provision also amends the Federal Power Act (16 U.S.C. 792 et seq.)  by adding at the end, 

projects as those that have an installed capacity of not more than 5 megawatts and do not include 
projects that impound water to generate electricity.  
 

 
 

 
 

Sec. 2241. Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Staffing. This section amends FERC's 
authority to set pay outside the General Schedule for hard-to-fill staff categories. Subsection (a) 
eliminates the requirement that the FERC Chairman consult with OPM when using this 
authority. Subsection (b) expands eligible positions from scientific, technological, engineering, 
and mathematical roles to include economists and attorneys. 
 
Sec. 2242. Northwest Power and Conservation Council. This section indexes funds for the 
Northwest Power and Conservation Council to carry out its functions and responsibilities.  
 
Sec. 2243. Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Personnel Safety. This section authorizes 
FERC to designate its own employees to perform law enforcement duties to protect the 
Chairman and Commissioners while they carry out their official duties. This gives FERC in-
house authority to provide security for its leadership rather than depending entirely on outside 
agencies. 

 
 

 
Sec. 2251. Offshore Energy. This section allows the Secretary of the Interior, in consultation 
with the Secretary of Commerce, to grant ROW for the transmission of electricity through 
National Marine Sanctuary System units.  

 
Sec. 2252. Offshore Energy Transmission. This section requires the Secretary of the Interior, 
in consultation with the Secretary of Energy, to identify preferred routes for offshore 



 
 

transmission facilities, which would be updated every 3 years. It also requires DOI to issue a 
rulemaking on federal authorizations for offshore transmission facilities within 2 years.  
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


